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WASHINGTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Regular Scheduled Meeting – Minutes 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 
7:00 PM 

 
Members Present 

Cheri Vaughn Geraldine McKinley 
Ed Hodges Judi Hickson 

William Kenner 
 

Members Absent 
Mary Pat Musselman 

Mark Everett 
 

Others Present 
Emily Rebert, Historic Planner 

Jessica Green, Administrative Support 
 

 
I. Opening of the meeting 
The Chairman called the meeting to order. 
 
II. Invocation 
A moment of silence was taken. 
 
III. Roll Call 
A silent roll call was taken by staff. 
 
Judi Hickson made a motion to accept the agenda.  Her motion was seconded by Cheri Vaughn.  All 
voted in favor. 
 
IV. Old Business 
 
V. Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
 A.  Major Works 
 

1. A request has been made by Mr. John Paul Corey for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
make the following alterations to the property located at 411 West Main Street 
(Havens Wharf):                                
a. Raise two windows and one door on the first floor of the water side of the property. 
b. Convert a door into a window on the second floor of the Main Street side of the 
property. 
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Mr. Corey came forward and was sworn in.  Mr. Corey went through and explained 
each request and pictures that were submitted to the Commission.  Mr. Corey stated 
that they will have some extra brick and plan on using it in the project.  He explained 
why they need to raise the two windows and door on the first floor and also they 
would like to convert the door into a window on the second floor to match the other 
building.  Mr. Corey then answered questions from the Commission.  They also 
discussed removing the balcony.   
 
The Chairman opened the floor.  No one came forward. 
 
William Kenner made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. John Paul Corey to raise two 
windows and one door on the first floor of the water side of the property, and convert a 
door into a window on the second floor of the Main Street side of the property at 411 
West Main Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the 
application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, 
specifically Section 3.4 Windows and Doors.  I further move that they be given the 
option to remove the balcony if they wish.  His motion was seconded by Geraldine 
McKinley. 
  

2. A request has been made by Mr. and Mrs. Richard Couch for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness to remodel the front porch of their house located at 624 West Main 
Street.  

 
Mrs. Couch came forward and was sworn in.  Mrs. Couch provided extra pictures of the 
front façade of their house and an aerial view of their front porch landing.  Mrs. Couch 
explained that when someone opens the storm door they must physically step down 
onto the walkway in order to walk into the house, which is awkward and unsafe.  She 
explained that they would like to enlarge the landing so that the weight would remain 
the same, but the deck would be 6 feet.  He stated that the steps would have to be 
redone and they would like to square off the sides to replace the curved ones.  Mrs. 
Couch stated that they do have enough old brick on the property to use on the project 
so that it will match what is there now.  Judi Hickson recommended that they add hand 
rails.     
 
The Chairman opened the floor and no one came forward. 
 
Judi Hickson made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. and Mrs. Richard Couch to 
remodel the front porch of their house located at 624 West Main Street.  This motion is 
based on the following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic 
Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Section 3.6.1 Porches and 
Entryways.  I further move that the Historic Preservation Commission place the 
following conditions on the approval:  to allow the addition of railing son the new front 
steps.  Cheri Vaughn seconded the motion and all voted in favor.                
 

3. A request has been made by Mr. and Mrs. David Steckel for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness to demolish the current garage and build a larger garage in the back 
yard of their property located at 428 East Second Street. 
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Brad Horton representing the Steckels came forward and was sworn in.  Mr. Horton 
explained that they would like to take down the existing carport and replace it with a 
garage and carport.  Mr. Horton stated that they are trying to save the pecan tree, so the 
plans are L shaped.  He explained that they plan on using hardi-plank siding, a silver 
colored metal roof, and vinyl windows on the right side.  He explained that it will have a 
garage door on the front and a carport off to the side.  Mr. Horton stated that they plan 
on having gravel under the carport area.   
 
The Chairman opened the floor.  No one came forward to speak for or against.   
 
Cheri Vaughn made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. and Mrs. David Steckel to 
demolish the current garage and build a larger garage in the back yard of their property 
located at 428 East Second Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of 
fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design 
Guidelines, specifically Section 3.12 Outbuildings and Accessory Structure.  Her motion 
was seconded by Geraldine McKinley and all voted in favor.      

 
 B.  Minor Works 

 
1. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of        Appropriateness 

for the owner of 411 West Main Street to replace the windows on the second floor of 
the building using like materials located on the primary elevation (water side) of the 
property.  

 
2. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of        Appropriateness 

for the owner of 731 East Main Street to replace the existing flat roof using like 
materials on the property. 

 
Judi Hickson made a motion to approve all the minor works.  Her motion was seconded 
by Cheri Vaughn.  All voted in favor. 

 
VI. Other Business 
 
 1.  Demolition by Neglect Ordinance:  Property Status 
 

Emily Rebert presented a power point presentation showing each property before and 
after the demolition by neglect process.  She then answered questions from the 
Commission. 

 
VII. Approval of Minutes – November 1, 2016 
Cheri Vaughn made a motion to approve the November minutes.  Her motion was seconded by Judi 
Hickson and all voted in favor. 
 
VIII. Adjourn 
There being no other business Cheri Vaughn made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by 
William Kenner. 

 
 


